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to the former goldrush 
boomtown of Poorman.

15. Ruby
Mile 613, Population 190 

		 Ruby developed as a supply 	
		 point for gold prospectors. 	
		 It was named after the red-	
		 colored stones found on the 	
		 riverbank which were thought 	
		 by prospectors to be rubies.
16. Galena

Mile 666, Population 713 
Originally a supply and 
transhipment point for 
lead-ore mines. Today, 
Galena serves as the 
transportation, government 
and commercial center for 
the western Interior.

17. Nulato

Mile 718, Population 345
		 A center for missionary activity 	
		 in the late 1800’s.  In 1877 	
		 pioneer Archbishop Charles 	
		 Segh
18. Kaltag

Mile 771 – Population 230
The home of Edgar 
Kalland, an original serum-
runner. The Iditarod Trail 
leaves the Yukon here to 
wind up Old Woman Pass to 
the Bering Sea.

19. Unalakleet
Mile 861 – Population 747
Unalakleet has long been 
a major trade center 
as the terminus for 
the Kaltag Portage, an 
important winter travel 
route connection to the 
Yukon River. The first into 
Unalakleet gets $2,500 in 
gold from Wells Fargo Bank 
Alaska.

21. Shaktoolik
Mile 903 – Population 230
Just north of this wind-

Checkpoints......................Distance 
Anchorage to Eagle River.............................. 20	
Eagle River to Wasilla..................................... 29	
Wasilla to Knik.................................................. 14	
Knik to Yentna Station................................... 52	
Yentna Station to Skwentna.......................... 34	
Skwentna to Finger Lake................................ 45	
Finger Lake to Rainy Pass............................... 30	
Rainy Pass to Rohn.......................................... 48	
Rohn to Nikolai................................................ 75	
Nikolai to McGrath......................................... 54	
McGrath to Takotna........................................ 18	
Takotna to Ophir............................................. 25	
Ophir to Cripple.............................................. 59	
Cripple to Ruby...............................................112	
Ruby to Galena................................................. 52	
Galena to Nulato............................................. 52	
Nulato to Kaltag............................................... 42	
Kaltag to Unalakleet........................................ 90	
Unalakleet to Shaktoolik................................ 42
Shaktoolik to Koyuk........................................ 48	
Koyuk to Elim.................................................... 48	
Elim to Golovin................................................. 28	
Golovin to White Mountain......................... 18	
White Mountain to Safety............................. 55	
Safety to Nome................................................ 22	

Total Distance: ..............................................1112
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The Official Map of the IDITAROD 	 Northern Route (Even Years)

Checkpoints......................Distance 
Anchorage to Campbell Airstrip....... 11	
	Willow to Yentna Station..................42	
Yentna Station to Skwentna.............30	
Skwentna to Finger Lake...................40	
Finger Lake to Rainy Pass...................30	
Rainy Pass to Rohn..............................35	
Rohn to Nikolai................................... 75	
Nikolai to McGrath.............................48	
McGrath to Takotna........................... 18	
Takotna to Ophir................................23	
Ophir to Cripple..................................73	

Cripple to Ruby................................... 70	
Ruby to Galena...................................50	
Galena to Nulato................................37	
Nulato to Kaltag................................. 47	
Kaltag to Unalakleet..........................85	
Unalakleet to Shaktoolik...................40
Shaktoolik to Koyuk...........................50	
Koyuk to Elim......................................48	
Elim to Golovin...................................28	
Golovin to White Mountain.............. 18	
White Mountain to Safety................. 55	
Safety to Nome...................................22

Note: As of 2012 the Northern Route distance is approximately 975 miles. In prior years the distance was always 
over 1,000 miles. However, with the change in the Ceremonial Start (running from downtown Anchorage to 
Campbell Airstrip instead of Eagle River) and the change of the Restart location from Wasilla to Willow 
(loss of the Wasilla-Knik-Yentna River runs), and since the actual year to year trail conditions can affect trail 
routing, the trail distance has been readjusted by approximately 74 miles. They symbolic figure of 1,049 miles 
still stands to signify the historical 1,000 miles of the race and 49 is added to identify Alaska as the 49th state.


