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BY: Mae FranGis Roebinson

Millions of bison once roamed the North American
continent, but by the early 1900s only 1,000
remained. Today there are an estimated 30,000
wild bison across the United States and Ganada.

. Habitat

© While North America was once filledwith ~ Gffspring

" bison, there are nearly a fraction of them  Female bison typically
lef't. They can be found roaming near give birth to a calf in
river valleys, plains, and prairies. April or May, and they
Yellowstone National Park in Wyomingis il spend 7-8 months
home 0 about 4,000 bison, Who of ten nursing that calf.

cause traffic jams for visitors. There are  Rison calves are
. also a large population of bison, 10,000,in  cgpaple of keeping up
. Alberta, Ganada's Wood Buffalo National  with their hurts an
. Park. There are also several smaller amazing 2-8 hours
" herds of bison in Alaska. after their birth.

The Basic Facts Why the hump?

g Bison, onaverage, stand about 6-6.o feel A bison’s massive hump
(D tall, and can weigh up 10 2,000 IbS. They is comprised of muscles
D canlive up t0 2580 years. They eat supported by long
mostly grasses and sedges, and will travel  vertebrae; this allowsa *
" as a herd to find food. Bison’s have a thick bison t0 use its head as
_layer of fur that protects them from the g snowplow in winter,
: harsh weather extremes of North swinging side to side to

JAmerica. Sweep aside the Snow.
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The American BlaCk bear is the most Common bear
found in NOrth America. There is estimated to be
nearly a00,000 blaCk bears throu9h the United
States, canada, and MexiCo.

Color and Size

Sw
The fur Coloring of a black bear can be Homs, sweet, Home
quite deceiving, as not all black bears are  BIACk bears are most often found in

black. Black bears can have blue-black the fOrests of NOrth America.

fun, blue-9rey fur, brown fur, and fowever, they also live in mountain

sometimes they can even have white fur! PANJEs and swamps throuIhout the

Black bears have many lavers of shaggy continent. BlaCk bears usually roam

fur whiCh keeps them warm during the a Specific area, and it is best Not tO

loNn9, Cold winter Months. disrupt them. It is alsO important to
note that blaCk bears are great tree

Black bears usudlly 9row t0 be about 5-6 climbers.

feet Ion9g and Ccan weigh between 200-600

pounds. Despite their size, they are During the winter months blaCk bears

capable of PuNNINY Lp to &40 Miles per Make dens in Caves or other

houn. Sheltered Spots. They stay in their

dens for the majority of winter and
feed Of f the body fat they stored up
thPOUYhOULT the summer and fall
mMoNths. ONCE SPring arrives the
bears start to become active again.

A Bear of an Appetite

BlaCk bears are omnivores and eat a variety of foods. They eat 9rass, berries,
acorns, and nNuts. They will also eat fish and small animals SUCh as deer. They are
alsO kNOwN as OPPONtUNIStiC eaters, whiCh mean they will eat whatever food they
can find. It is important to Clean Lp after YOUrself when You’re in bear country—
YOoU WOUIAN’t WaNt 1O Come back tO find a bear hanging out at Your campsite eating
all your food!

Moms and Their Yound

AdUIt females 9ive birth 1O tWO tO three blind CuUbs during the winter MoNths.
They are only about 8 ouNCES When they are born, but quiCkly 9row to 80
POUNAS DY the HME they Neach their First birthday. Cubs stay with their mother
fOr the first two Years of their lives before they leave in search of their own
area to live.



All About KMoose .

written by: TA. kelley

The MOoOose iS the largest member of the deer family and
one Of the largest mammals in North America. A male
moOoSe Can wei9h bp tO 1,800 IbSs. and stands neariy
seven feet tall. Male moose 9row antlers in late spring,
early summer anad uvsually shed them by Novembper. All
moose have a long, heavy face and their body is
covered in short brown fur. The averade life span of
a moose is 15-20 vears.

Good Eats Athistes

DuNiNg the summer months, fOod is Despite their large size, moose are

plentiful for the moose tO eat. They  SthON9Y Swimmers and runners. They

eat hi9h 9rasses, shrubs, and trees.  Are able tO swim several miles at one

MOOSE are herbivores, so they will time, and they are capable of

NOt eat other animals. In the winter Stavin9g under water for 30 seconas

mMOoNths MOOSE LSE their hOoves like and can dive 5.5 meters. on lana

SNOWShOES tO di9 under the snow they Ccan run vp tO 35 miles per

for twigs, mosses, and liChens. hour, and they can trot steadily at
20 miles per hour.

Home, Sweet, Home

MOOSE Can be found throughout NONth AMerica, iNCluding Alaska, Canadad,
and the Northwest United States. MOose can also be found in Asia and
EUrope. They are often found near streams and fields of tall 9rass.

The bangers of Moosé :

The moose IS NOt an animal You want
tO encounter in the wilderness. They
are 900d fi9hters and capable of
defending itself adainst small packs
of animals. Male moose use their
antlers in defense, so they can be
very destruCtive and dan9gerous.
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